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Each student will give a formal, 7 minute / 7 slide presentation on his or her research paper.

Obviously you will not have finished all of your research or reached all of your conclusions by the time of this presentation.  This presentation asks you not to present your final conclusions, but rather to provide a snapshot of your thinking at this stage in the research process.  

The goals of this presentation are threefold:

1) To make you begin shaping your thinking on the research question for presentation to a familiar audience.

2) To give you practice in thinking about your topic from the audience’s perspective—i.e. about what makes this research problem interesting or significant.
3) To let you solicit feedback from the audience on your research methodology, style of presentation, consequences of your preliminary conclusions, important peripheral questions, interesting counterarguments, and anything else that your presentation brings to mind.

Each presentation should include the following elements:

Introduction

Tell us what the topic is and why it’s interesting—to you, to us, and to the world at large
Research methodology

This section is an opportunity for you to explain how you are gathering and processing information on your topic and why you chose to gather and evaluate information the way you did.  Think also about whether you would characterize your research question as a “puzzle” or a “mystery.”  If you’ve had trouble finding information, mention this.  You should also mention whether you’ve discovered certain schools of thought on your topic.
An account of any preliminary findings

Obviously you won’t have finished your research by the time of the presentation.  This discussion of your preliminary findings should be designed to spark questions from your audience and should focus on the following

· Trends you’ve noticed
· Surprising discoveries
· Preliminary conclusions you’re drawing
Questions for the audience
This is your opportunity to get real and substantial help on your research.  Make the most of it!  You’ll find that you receive the greatest benefit if you make your questions to the audience as specific as possible.  Highlight what you see as the weakest points in your research or argument and ask for suggestions.  
